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Why Chatbots Say weird Things 
 

Introduction 
Why Do Chatbots Say Weird Things? Chatbots usually respond in a clear and predictable 
way, but under the wrong conditions they can produce replies that feel odd or out of 
place. They may start gabbling, they may swear, they may push back in ways that do not 
fit the moment, or they may fall into long strings of unnecessary apologies. These 
behaviours do not come from intention. They come from the patterns the system is 
following, and when those patterns slip, the reply to slips with them. 

 

Section 1. Why The Weird Reply. 
 

1. They do not understand the conversation.  
A chatbot does not know what you mean. It does not know what it means. It does 
not track intention, logic, or context the way people do. It only produces text that 
looks like it belongs. When the pattern it is following breaks, the reply becomes 
strange. 

2. They generate text from patterns, not meaning.  
The system predicts the next piece of text based on statistical patterns. It does not 
reason. It does not check. It does not verify. If the pattern is weak or unclear, the 
output becomes unpredictable. 

3. They lose track of earlier messages.  
Chatbots cannot hold long conversations reliably. Details fade. Rules slip. Tone 
drifts. When the context drops, the reply can become confused or contradictory. 

4. They mix topics together.  
If you discussed something earlier in the chat, the system may still be influenced 
by it. This can cause replies that blend two unrelated subjects, which makes the 
output feel random. 
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5. They overreact to tone.  
If the system detects aggression, frustration, or strong language, it may respond 
with push-back, swearing, or defensive phrasing. This is not intention. It is pattern 
matching. 

6. They fall into loops.  
When the system becomes uncertain, it may repeat apologies, repeat 
instructions, or repeat whole phrases. This is a sign that the model has lost its 
internal structure for the task. 

7. They try to be helpful even when they should not. 
Chatbots often add explanations, warnings, or extra details you did not ask for. 
This can make the reply feel padded or off-topic. 

8. They cannot judge what is appropriate.  
A chatbot does not know what is polite, rude, serious, or sensitive. It only knows 
what text often appears after other text. When the pattern is wrong for the 
moment, the reply feels wrong. 

9. They break under vague instructions.  
If the prompt is unclear, the system fills the gap with guesses. These guesses can 
be close or completely unrelated. 

10. They break under overly specific instructions.  
If the prompt is too detailed, the system tries to satisfy every part at once. This can 
overload the reply and cause contradictions or nonsense. 

11. They cannot tell when they are wrong.  
A chatbot does not know when it has made a mistake. It does not check its own 
work. It does not know that a reply is strange. It only knows that it produced text. 

 

2. How To Work With It. 
 

12. Keep instructions short and direct.  

Short prompts reduce drift. The system has fewer patterns to follow, which makes 
the reply more stable. 

13. State the goal before the details.  

Give the outcome first. Then give the constraints. This keeps the system anchored. 

14. Reset the context when replies get messy.  

If the model starts drifting or looping, start a new message with a clean 
instruction. Do not try to repair a broken thread inside the same thread. 

15. Use neutral language.  
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Emotional or aggressive wording can trigger push-back, swearing, or defensive 
phrasing. Neutral phrasing keeps the system steady. 

16. Specify the structure you want.  

If you want a list, ask for a list. If you want a paragraph, ask for a paragraph. Explicit 
structure reduces confusion. 

17. Correct behaviour, not content.  

If the reply drifts, do not argue with the answer. Tell the system how to behave. For 
example: stay short, stay on topic, no extra explanations. 

18. Give one task at a time.  

Multiple tasks in one message increase confusion. Split complex work into steps. 
Narrow scope produces better output. 

19. Use examples to anchor tone.  

If you want a specific tone or style, show a sample. The system follows examples 
more reliably than descriptions. 

20. Stop the model from guessing.  

If you do not want invented details, say so. Tell the system to ask for missing 
information instead of filling gaps. 

21. Work within the limitations.  

Chatbots cannot hold long context, cannot judge appropriateness, and cannot 
detect their own mistakes. Accepting these limits produces better results than 
trying to force human-like behaviour. 

 

Conclusion.  
Working with chatbots is not about treating them as people. It is about understanding the 
patterns they follow and the limits they cannot cross. When you keep your instructions 
clear, when you control the structure, and when you correct the behaviour instead of the 
content, the system becomes predictable enough to use. The goal is not to make the 
model smarter. The goal is to make the interaction stable. Once you know how these 
systems slip, you also know how to stop the slipping. And that is the only reliable way to 
work with pattern-based systems like these. 

So, the next time an AI gas-lights you or apologises in a passive-aggressive way, 
remember that it is not intent. It is the most reliable pattern the system found in response. 
It can feel personal, and AI model builders are complicit in these interactions. They 
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usually come from sensible reasons such as safety or increased capability, but the effect 
is still very real for the user. Sometimes the best course of action is to leave it for a while 
and come back later. 

 

 

Links: 
Inquisitor Labs Homepage: 

https://assimilatedhuman.github.io/inquisitor-labs/index.html 
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